Page 1 of 7
Minutes of the
53rd ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION PROFESSIONALS
2 March 2012
Camp Ripley Post Headquarters
Little Falls, MN

Anna Lipenga called the workshop to order at 9:00 AM. Anna welcomed attendees and highlighted
some of the accomplishments and actions taken by MNACP over the past year. With that, Anna
introduced Brian Stenquist who introduced the theme of today’s meeting, “Resilient lands and waters –
effectively coping with change.” See the Association’s website for copies of speaker presentations.
Morning Session:
Stephen Polasky, Professor, Univ. of Minnesota: Ecosystem Management in an Era of Global
Change
Tom Gillaspy, MN State Demographer: The New Normal and Minnesota’s Environment
Brian Stenquist, MNACP President: The Role of the Conservation Professional
Afternoon Session:
Julie Westerlund, Minnesota DNR Clean Water Coordinator: The Watershed Game: Selecting
BMPs to clean up the watershed
Scott Sparlin, Coalition for a Clean Minnesota River: Conservation Drainage on Working Lands
Mike Duval, Minnesota DNR-Fisheries: Strategic Aquatic Habitat Conservation Opportunities for
Minnesota Lakes
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Business Meeting
Brian called the business meeting to order at 3:48 pm.
Beau Liddell made a motion to approve the meeting agenda, 2nd by Bill Faber. Motion passed
unanimously.
Old Business
Secretary’s Report – Beau Liddell
Beau handed out the 2011 annual meeting minutes. Willis Mattison made a motion to accept the
minutes with two minor corrections, 2nd by Jesse Amo. Passed unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report – Ann Geisen
Membership Savings (S1) balance of $2,511.77; Free Checking (S7) balance of $189.93, for total
balance of $2,701.70, which is considerably higher than last year’s balance at this time of $2,260.46.
Jack Lauer made motion to accept the treasurer’s report, 2nd by Willis, Passed Unanimously.
Jesse Amo and Todd Holman volunteered for the audit committee to review the ledger, and reported
back that the books balanced. Jack made motion to approve the auditor’s report; 2nd by Willis. Motion
passed unanimously.
Proposed By-law Changes
Beau presented resolution #1 to the membership to change Association By-laws to:
1) Revise Section 4 to change the number of board members from 13 to 14, change the number of
board members representing a quorum from 7 to 8 (required so that quorum reflect minimum majority
of the board);
2) Revise Section 5: to add the position of Webmaster as an Association officer;
3) Revise Section 12 to include Webmaster as an Association officer;
4) Revise Section 17 to require a total of 5 affirmative votes before the board may take action on a
matter (necessary since the number making quorum has changed); and,
5) Addition of Section 22 to set forth the duties of the webmaster.
Willis made a motion to accept resolution #1 as presented, 2nd by Bill, passed.
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Beau also presented resolution #2 to membership to:
1) Revise Section 12, to remove reference to election of secretary, treasurer and webmaster to occur
on even-numbered years, and add reference to term length and process of elections consistent with
Sections 13-16.
2) Revise Section 16 to define a vacancy on the board of directors to include a position where the
incumbent becomes inactive, thereby allowing the board of directors to appoint a replacement for the
remainder of inactive director’s term.
Ray Valley made a motion to accept resolution #2, 2nd by Jim Lilienthal. A friendly amendment was
offered by Anna, and 2nd by Dave Pauly, and accepted by membership during discussion to amend
the original motion to define inactivity on the board to “as determined by a majority of active board
members.” Original motion passed unanimously as amended.
Awards & Recognition
Doug Norris presented a very belated award plaque to current board member Paul Stolen for his many
years of service to the current and former organization, especially his role as president to evolve the
Association into a broader-based multi-disciplinary group.
Brian Stenquist presented a fine art print to Ray Valley for his service to MNACP over the last 3 years
as president-elect, president and past-president.
Elections
• Nominations were accepted from the members for the vacant positions
President Elect –
Treasurer –
Webmaster –

Ann Pierce
Todd Holman
Jack Lauer

Junior Director –
Junior Director –
Junior Director –
Junior Director –
Senior Director –

Bill Faber
Nicholas Snavely
Paul Ojanen
Dave Pauly
Ann Geisen

• The following positions comprise the remainder of the board and were not up for election in 2012
President –
Past President –
Secretary –

Brian Stenquist
Anna Lipenga
Beau Liddell

Senior Director –
Senior Director –
Senior Director –

Paul Stolen
Jesse Amo
Willis Mattison

• Bill 1st, Anna 2nd; Willis 1st, Nick 2nd, Anna 1st, Willis 2nd, and Ray V. 1st, Anna 2nd, to accept slate
of candidates as listed and to approve the ballots and call the votes for President-elect,
Webmaster, Treasurer, and vacant board of director positions, respectively.
• All motions passed unanimously
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Other Issues for Discussion:
• Brian indicated that MNACP provided all of today’s speakers with complimentary MNACP fleece
jackets.
• Brian announced to membership that the next board meeting would likely be scheduled for either
the end of March or early-April.
• Request was made to membership to consider and propose ideas for the next annual meeting,
as well as for the proposed regional meetings or workshops we want to hold around the state,
termed conservation conversations. We will need help from members to make the conservation
conversations successful since we won’t be able to rely solely on board members to plan an
implement.
• Doug moved, Ray 2nd, that the treasurer, in consultation with the board, investigate tax exempt
status.
• Jeanine expressed concern, echoed by many present, about the trust fund lands bill that’s been
introduced in the legislature that would excise stewardship, control and management authority of
trust fund lands from DNR to an outside entity or new agency. This push focuses too much on
maximizing revenue and not on resource management needs. There could also be significant
consequences to other uses of these lands, and public access for recreation may not be
guaranteed going forward with such an administrative change. Suggested we look into this and
consider whether or not MNACP should write a letter, and affirm the recognition of the
importance of the conservation value of these lands.
Having no more business, Bill made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Willis seconded the motion. The
motion passed and the meeting was adjourned @ 4:36 pm.
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